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Use of rotten jackfruit to control golden apple snail

HE GOLDEN SNAIL or Applesnail (Pomaceaesp.)

isamajor rice pest in anumber of Asian countries,
including Taiwan, Japan, the Philippines and Indonesia.
If these pests are not controlled they can cause
devastating damage to rice crops, thus incurring huge
losses to farmers.

The adult snails cut the young paddy seedlings or
tillers that are less than 21 days old, thus hindering the
tillering of the young paddy. Attacks mainly take place
during the night. The signs of the attack are the cut
paddy tillersfloating in the water, and the bare patches
inthe crop. Attacks tend to be worse in areas where the
water is more than 1 cm deep, or in stagnant water.

To control the snailsis difficult and costly. The
snailsare prolific, and femalesmay lay 2000 - 3000 eggs
inoneyear. No natural predator is known, and the use
of pesticides may kill other types of beneficia snails
and aquatic organisms.

Current measures to control the snailsare
quarantine action, and collecting and destroying eggs
and adults, as well asintroducing ducks to feed on the
snails. Sometimesthe snails are gathered from thefield,
crushed and fed to penned ducks.

InMalaysia, farmerscontrol the snailssimply by
using rotten jackfruit asabait. This method has proved
tobe highly successful (Fig. 1and Fig. 2).

Fig. 1. Jackfruit -
world's largest fruits
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Fig. 2. Rotten jackfruit used as a bait to
attract golden apple snails
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The technology

(7 Collect the rotten jackfruit to be used as a bait.
Try and collect freshly rotted fruitswhich have a
strong smell.

[ Choose a suitable spot and put the bait out. Be
careful not to submerge the bait. The chosen
spot should be a place with running water,
populated with golden snails. It should also be a

place whereit is easy for you to collect the snails.

7 Leave the bait overnight and inspect the spot

every morning.

(7 Collect the snails which have gathered on and
around the jackfruit, and destroy them.

[ Replacetherotten jackfruit with new bait when
necessary.

Merits of the technology

Thismethod issimple, low-cost and environmentally
friendly. Itiseffective, and can beintegrated with other
control measures.

Fig. 3. Collecting the snails which have gathered on the jackfruit, in order to dispose of them



