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Cooperating agency for this topic:

FFTC: An international information center for
         small-scale farmers in Asia

Food and Fertilizer Technology Center  (FFTC)
14 Wenchow St.,  Taipei, Taiwan ROC
Tel.: (886 2) 2362 6239  Fax: (886 2) 2362 0478
E-mail: fftc@agnet.org  Website: www.fftc.agnet.org
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� OQUAT (Eriobotrya japonicum) is one of the
temperate fruit trees which may have poor fruit
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The period is from inflorescence to the fruit setting
stage (Fig. 1 and Fig. 2).
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Set the net about 1 m above the fruit canopy
(Fig 1). Supporting poles must be fixed firmly so
that they are not blown over by strong winds.

����	
�
������ 
��� 
���	���
�

Early harvest and heavier fruits are the main
advantage. Fruits can be harvested at least 10 days
earlier than the control. They can be sold at a
higher price. It was shown that 35.7 % of total
fruits were  harvested in February, in comparison
to only 8.9 % from the control  (Table 1).  The
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set if temperatures are too high. When loquat trees
are grown in subtropical and tropical regions, they
become more productive if the canopy is shaded for
part of the growing season with black nylon nets.

��
��� �
����
� ��� ������� �����
� ������	��	��	

����
�����
����� 
��� 
���	���
�

This technology is very effective on the loquat
variety “Mozi”, and the investment is rather small.
Therefore, it can be adopted even by relatively poor
farmers in sub-tropical and tropical countries.
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Black nylon plastic net with 50 % shading rate, and
poles to support the net.
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shading treatment resulted in earlier flowering and
better fruit set. Moreover, the average weight of
individual fruit increased by 13 to 28 % when the
trees were  shaded (Table 2).
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� Laying the net directly on top of the trees
is not recommended, because there is less
ventilation, and sometimes burning of
shoot-tips.

� When the net is installed, and how long it
is left over the trees, are important. Putting
up the net too early may affect flower
development, and delay the date of the
first harvest.

� It is recommended to try this technology
on a small scale first, so as to be sure of
its effectiveness.
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The viability of loquat pollen (cv. “Mozi”) falls
dramatically when temperatures rise above 25

o
C.

This may cause poor fertilization, hence poor fruit
set. Shading lowered the temperature of leaves and
flowers by 4.6-9.9 0 C, which may be beneficial for
fertilization, especially of early flowers.


